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Claims 

1. A system in a vehicle for accessing/information 
about the vehicle comprising: 

a display element for displaying a' plurality of options 
and a plurality of items representing different aspects of 
the vehicle, each option correspgnding to a respective one 
of the plurality of items; 

an interf ao^Nf or selecting at least one of the 
plurality of options ; 

a mechanism f or\indicating an association of the 
selected option with' Ahe item corresponding thereto; and 



an outpu 
aspect of the 1 



ffoi/ providing information concerning the 
vehicle represented by the item corresponding 



to the selected option 



/ 



2. The system of claim 1 wherein the association is 



indicated by highlighting the selected option and the item 
corresponding thereto in an identical color. 



3. The system of claim 1 wherein the association is 
indicated by including an indicator in both the selected 
option and the item corresponding thereto. 



4 . The system of claim 3 wherein the indicator 
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includes a numeral . 

5. The system of claim 1 wherein said c^splay element 
comprises a liquid crystal display (LCD) 

6 . The system of claim 1 wherein/ said interface 
includes a touch-screen capability. 



===== 



E 



ru 



7. The system of claim 1 /wherein said interface 
10 includes a circuit /o:i\ processing a voice input to effect a 



15 



selection of the 



8 . The syst 
receptive to a si 
and the interfa,e^ 
response to bhe signal 




of the plurality of options. 

wherein the interface is 
v tted by an indicator device, 
at least one option in 



20 



9. /The system of claim 8 wherein the indicator device 
included a mouse device. 

10. A system in a vehicle for accessing information 
)out the vehicle comprising: 

a display element for displaying a plurality of 
options, each option corresponding to a different aspect of 
the vehicle; 
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an interface for activating at least one of the 
plurality of options; and 

an output for providing information concerning an 
aspect of the vehicle corresponding to the activated option, 
the activated option being distinguished frpm unactivated 
options displayed on the display element 



10 



15 



11. The system of claim 10 wherein the activated 
option is highlight ed/Tn^ different color than the 
unactivated options 




20 



12. A system fpr use in \a vehicle comprising: 
a mechanism for I determining whether the vehicle needs a 
selected service; / \ 

a processor/ for identifying a provider providing the 
selected service based on a current location of the vehicle 
relative to/a location of the provider when it is determined 
that the /selected service is needed; and 

an interface for supplying information concerning at 
leas/ the location of the provider. 



13. The system of claim 12 further comprising a 
navigator for providing directions, wherein the information 
is supplied to the navigator, and the navigator provides 
directions to reach the location of the provider based on 



the information. 



14. The system of claim 13 wherein the information is 
in accordance with a global positioning system (GPS) format. 



15. A system for providing messages of varying 
importance levels in a vehicle compi 



j messages ■ 
:omp:e4sing : 



a plurality of audio outputs/ for providing the 
messages, the audio outputs b^ng disposed in different 
areas in the vehicle\ and 

a processor/ f or a^s j/^ning a plurality of subsets of the 
audio outputs, eaci sublet of the audio outputs 
ling to\ a respect 



corresponding 



Respective one of the importance levels 



V 



of the messages, W messaged is provided by a subset of the 
audio outputs corresponding to an importance level of the 
message. 



16. / The system of claim 15 wherein each of the 
plurality of audio outputs includes a speaker. 



17. The system of claim 15 wherein at least one of the 
plurality of audio outputs is disposed opposite a seat in 
the vehicle such that the at least one audio output provides 
selected messages toward a front part of a person occupying 
the seat. 
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18. A method for use in a system for accessing 
information about a vehicle comprising the ste^s of: 

displaying a plurality of options and ya plurality of 
items representing different aspects of^the vehicle, each 
option corresponding to a respective one of the plurality of 
items; 

selecting at least one of the plurality of options; 
indicating an association of the selected option with 
the item corresp^'ncNj.ng thereto; and 

providing information concerning the aspect of the 
vehicle represented byythe item corresponding to the 
selected option. 



19. The^mettiod of claim 18 wherein the association is 
indicated by /highlighting the selected option and the item 
corresponding thereto in an identical color. 

/ 
/ 

20. The method of claim 18 wherein the association is 
indicated by including an indicator in both the selected 
option and the item corresponding thereto. 

21. The method of claim 20 wherein the indicator 
includes a numeral . 



22. The method of claim 18 further comprising the step 
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of receiving a signal, wherein the at least one opt'^or/being 
selected in response to the signal. 



23. A method for use in a system for accessing 
information about a vehicle comprising the ^teps of: 

displaying a plurality of options, ©cich option 
corresponding to a different aspect oy the vehicle; 

activating at least one of the/plurality of options; 

and 

providing information co^ferning an aspect of the 
vehicle corresponding tc\ thje activated option, the activated 
option being distinguish^^ from unactivated options 
displayed on the (\isp\dy el\ement. 



24. The method \of claim '23 wherein the activated 
option is high^ghted \.n a different color than the 
unactivated options. 



25 J A method for use in a system in a vehicle 
comprising the steps of: 

determining whether the vehicle needs a selected 
ervice; 

identifying a provider providing the selected service 
based on a current location of the vehicle relative to a 
location of the provider when it is determined that the 



-70- 



selected service is needed; and 

supplying information concerning at least the ^cation 
of the provider. 



m 



M 5 
m 



5 26. The method of claim 25 further comprising the step 

of providing directions to reach the lgcation of the 
provider based on the information. 



10 



15 



20 



27. The method 



in accordance with a GPS 




wherein the information is 



28. A method ffor/\ise in a\ system for providing 
messages of varying/ importance levels in a vehicle, the 
system including/a pli%ality of audio outputs for providing 
the messages „/the audio outputs being disposed in different 
areas in tHe vehicle, the method comprising the steps of: 

assigning a plurality of subsets of the audio outputs, 
each subset of the audio outputs corresponding to a 
respective one of the importance levels of the messages; and 
providing a message using a subset of the audio outputs 
corresponding to an importance level of the message. 



25 



29. A system in a vehicle for accessing first 
information about a given aspect of said vehicle comprising: 
a display element for displaying a plurality of 



options, each option being associated with/ a respective one 
of a plurality of aspects of said vehic]^; 

an interface for selecting one o^said options, the 
selected option being associated w^h said given aspect and 
in a first status; and 

an output for providing second information about said 
selected option, said seleoted option being activated to 
access said f ir^t^o^if orma^ion, the activated option being in 
a second status 

30. The system of &Laim 29 wherein said vehicle 




comprises an automobile. 

31. Th£ system of claim 29 wherein said display 
element comprises an LCD. 



32/ The system of claim 29 wherein said interface 
includes a touch-screen capability. 



33. The system of claim 29 wherein said first status 
indicated by a highlight on said selected option in a 
first color. 



34. The system of claim 33 wherein said second status 
is indicated by a highlight on the activated option in a 



-72- 



second color. 

35. The system of claim 29 wherein said *4utput 
includes audio element for conveying said f^rst information 
verbally. 



10 



15 




;ions, the selected option 
lid given aspect and in a first 



36. A method for use in a system in a vehicle for 
accessing first information abou^/ a given aspect of said 
vehicle comprising tl 

displaying a plurality >6f options, each option being 
associated with a respective one °f a plurality of aspects 
of said vehicle; 

selecting one o 
being associated with 
status; and 

providing second information about said selected 
option, sa^-a selected option being activated to access said 
first in^brmation, the activated option being in a second 
status , 

37. The method of claim 36 wherein the particular one 
/of said options is selected using a touch-screen technique. 

38. The method of claim 36 wherein said first status 
is indicated by a highlight on said selected option in a 




first color. 



39. The method of claim 38 wherein 
is indicated by a highlight on the activated option in a 
second color. 



40. The method of claim 36'further comprising the step 
of conveying said f/rkt information verbally. 



41. A system 
a control elem' 
each option being a 
plurality of aspects 



for use in a vehicle comprising: 



it/ for issuing a plurality of options, 



sociated with a respective one of a 
\of the vehicle; 
a first ^rfterfacs for selecting at least one of said 
options ; 

an output for providing information about the aspect of 
the vehicle associated with the selected option; and 



second interface for activating the selected option. 



42. The system of claim 41 wherein the first interface 
is the same as the second interface. 



43. The system of claim 41 wherein at least one of the 
first and second interfaces includes a display element 
having a touch-screen capability. 
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44. The system of claim 41 wherein the selected option 
is activated to control the aspect of the'vehicle associated 
with the selected option. 



m 



15 



20 



45. The system of claim 41 wherein the selected option 
is activated to provide second information about the aspect 
of the vehicle associated with the selected option. 



46. The sys 
10 verbally provided 



47. The sy 
visually provide 





claim 41 wherein the information is 



im 41 wherein the information is 



48. Th^ system of claim 41 wherein the selected option 
being in a /first status, and the activated option being in a 
second st/atus. 



:9. The system of claim 48 wherein at least one of the 
fi/st and second statuses is indicated by a pre-selected 
I'udio signal . 



/ 50. The system of claim 48 wherein said first status 

is indicated by a first color, and said second status is 
25 indicated by a second color. 



51. The system of claim 41 wherein said vehicle is an 
automobile . 



52. The system of claim 41 wherein' the plurality of 
options are issued in response to an ^ntry of data to the 
system. 



53. The systen/^^claim jA wherein the plurality of 
aspects of the vehicle in^lu.de different functions provided 
by the vehicle. 



54 . The syster 
functions relate t< 




53 wherein the different 
ntrol of the vehicle. 



55. The 
capable of p 



claim 41 wherein said output is 
special information . 



56./ The system of claim 55 wherein said special 
information when provided is preceded by a selected audio 
signal . 



57. The system of claim 55 wherein the special 
information concerns the current condition of the vehicle. 



58. The system of claim 41 further comprising a 
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navigator processor for providing navigational information. 

59. The system of claim 58 wherein the navigational 
information is provided based on GPS data. 



60. A method for use in a syste/rf in a vehicle 
comprising the steps of 7 



issuing a plurali, 
associated with a res 
of the vehicle; 

selecting at leas 



f options, each option being 
ective one of a plurality of aspects 



le or said options; 
providing information abo\it the aspect of the vehicle 
associated with the >selefcted option; and 
activating thfe selected option. 



61. The/ method of claim 60 wherein the selected option 
is activated to control the aspect of the vehicle associated 
with the /selected option. 



2. The method of claim 60 wherein the selected option 
activated to provide second information about the aspect 
f the vehicle associated with the selected option. 



63. The method of claim 60 wherein the information is 
verbally provided. 
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64. The method of claim 60 wherein the ^formation is 
visually provided. 



65. The method of claim 60 where/n the selected option 
being in a first status, and the activated option being in a 
second status. 



10 



66 



The method of claim/65 wherein at least one of the 



first and second 
audio signal. / 



ituses i'S indicated by a pre -elected 



15 
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67. The method'ofXclaim 65 wherein said first status 
is indicated by &7first cblor, and said second status is 
indicated by a s'ecrpnd color. 



68. The method of claim 60 wherein said vehicle is an 
automobile 




Ys . The method of claim 60 wherein the plurality of 
opti/bns are issued in response to an entry of data to the 
sVstem. 



70. The method of claim 60 wherein the plurality of 
aspects of the vehicle include different functions provided 
by the vehicle. 



• 
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71. The method of claim 70 wherein th£ different 
functions relate to climate control of the vehicle. 

72 . The method of claim 60 further comprising the step 
5 of providing special information. 

73. The method of claim^2 wherein said special 
information when provided is/preceded by a selected audio 
signal . 




10 



74. The method of claiyiri 72 wherein the special 
information concerns the current condition of the vehicle. 

A 

75. The method &f claim 60 further comprising the step 
15 of providing navigational information. 



76. /The method of claim 75 wherein the navigational 
informat/ion is provided based on GPS data. 



77. A system for use in a vehicle comprising: 
an output for issuing at least one option, the option 
including data on an aspect of the vehicle; and 

an interface for showing said aspect of the vehicle, 
the option also including an indicator associating said 
option with the aspect of the vehicle shown. 
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78. The system of claim 77 wherein the/indicator 
includes a numeral . 

79. The system of claim 77 where'in said interface 
5 includes a display element. 

80. The system of claim 1/9 wherein said interface 
includes an LCD. 



10 
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81. The system of^laim 77 further comprising an input 
for activating theyopt/ion. 

82. The system of cla^m 81 wherein an activation of 
the option is in^icaoed by a selected audio signal . 



83. The system of claim 81 wherein the option is 
activated /to control the aspect of the vehicle. 



8,4. The system of claim 81 wherein the option is 
20 activated to provide information about the aspect of the 
velaicle . 
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85. The system of claim 84 wherein the information is 
verbally provided. 



86. The system of claim 84 wherein the information is 
visually provided. / 



87. The system of claim 77 wherein thq/data is 
verbally provided. 

88. The system of claim 77 wherein the data is 
visually provided. 



89. The systeir^-qf claim Jll wherein said vehicle is an 
automobile . 



system 



90. The 
issued in response 




m 77 wherein the option is 
y of information to the system. 



91. The system\\of claim 77 wherein the aspect of the 
vehicle includes a function provided by the vehicle, 



92. /The system of claim 91 wherein said function 
relates /to climate control of the vehicle. 



93. The system of claim 77 further comprising a 
rovider for providing special information. 



94. The system of claim 93 wherein said special 



information when provided is preceded by a selected audio 
signal . 

95. The system of claim 93 wherein /the special 
information concerns the current condition of the vehicle. 



96. The system of claim 77 further comprising a 
navigator processor for providing navigational information. 




97. The system of clain\ 96 wherein the navigational 

oasec 



information is provided based on GPS data. 



98. A method for use\\in a system in a vehicle 
comprising the steps of: 

issuing at Least one option, the option including data 
on an aspect of/ the vehicle; and 

showing/said aspect of the vehicle, the option also 
including an indicator associating said option with the 
aspect 9'f the vehicle shown. 



99. The method of claim 98 wherein said indicator 
ic 1 ude s a nume r a 1 . 



100. The method of claim 98 further comprising the 
step of activating the option. 



4 
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101. The method of claim 98 wherein /n activation of 
the option is indicated by a selected audio signal. 

102. The method of claim 98 wherein the option is 
5 activated to control the aspect ox the vehicle. 



ill 



10 



103. The method of claim 98 wherein the option is 
activated to provide information about the aspect of the 
vehicle . 



104. The 




method of claim 103 wherein the information 



/ 



\ 



is verbally provided. 



105. ^Tfte method of claim 103 wherein the information 



15 is visually provided. 



lO^. The method of claim 98 wherein the data is 
verbally provided. 

20 / 107. The method of claim 98 wherein the data is 
visually provided. 



108. The method of claim 98 wherein said vehicle is an 
automobile . 



25 



* 
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109. The method of claim 98 wherein the /Option is 
issued in response to an entry of information to the system. 



110. The method of claim 98 wherein the aspect of the 
5 vehicle includes a function provided/by the vehicle. 



nj 



10 



111. The method of claim VlO wherein said function 
relates to climate control of /the vehicle. 

112. The method 6f claim 98 further comprising the 



step of providing 



113 . The met 



special information. 



)f claim 112 wherein said special 



information when/prbvided j^s preceded by a selected audio 



15 signal 



/ 



/ 



/ 



114. /The method of claim 112 wherein the special 
information concerns the current condition of the vehicle. 



20 /115. The method of claim 98 further comprising the 

st/ep of providing navigational information. 



116. The method of claim 115 wherein the navigational 
information is provided based on GPS data. 



w 

ffl 

£ 
ffl 

O 

i 
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117. A method for storing a preferred setpang of at 
least one function in a vehicle comprising th^ steps of: 

operating said at least one function £ased on the 
preferred setting; 

determining whether the current getting in which said 
at least one function is operated yhas been changed from the 
preferred setting; and / 

issuing an option to store the current setting when the 
current setting is' d&termined to have been changed from the 
preferred setting}, th^s / t^ored current setting becoming the 
preferred setting. 



118. The me 



displayed option. 





laim 117 wherein said option is a 



119. A method for adjusting climate control in a 
vehicle comprising the steps of: 

determining a location of the vehicle; 
-dentifying a climate condition as a function of at 
lea^t the location; and 

adjusting the climate control to meet the predetermined 
climate condition . 

120. The method of claim 119 wherein the climate 
25 condition is identified also as a function time. 



121. Apparatus for detecting a removal of an object 
comprising: / 

a locator for providing information representing a 
location of said object; 

a processor in said object responsiv^ to said 
information for determining whether the/object has been 
moved from a predetermined location;/and 

an output for generating an alert when the processor 
determines that the opjeqt has/been moved. 



122. The apparel ti!pyDf\cl aim 121 wherein said alert 
includes information 2$gfcre seating a second location to which 
the object has been /fno^)\ed 



123. The apparatus of claim 121 wherein said output 
includes a transmitter for emitting a predetermined signal 
to a selected entity, which is receptive to said 
predetermined signal. 



'124. The apparatus of claim 123 wherein said selected 
:ity is selected based on a location of said selected 
entity with respect to a second location to which the object 
has been moved. 



125. The apparatus of claim 121 wherein said object is 



* • 
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/ 



a vehicle 



isl 
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126. A method for providing information concerning 
maintenance of an engine in a vehicle comprising the steps 
of: /\ 

measuring a rate at wnich\thfe engine runs 
detecting whether the \|^tfe\of the engine exceeds a 
predetermined rate; /\ \ 

recording a period/^rilig whicSh the rate of the engine 
is detected exceeding the predetermined rate; 

adding said/period to a cumulative period; and 
emitting/an alert when said cumulative period exceeds a 
predetermined period. 



15 I'll . The method of claim 126 wherein the rate is a 

function of an RPM value. 

128. The method of claim 127 wherein the vehicle is an 
utomobile . 




